" @CTi

10 YEARS OF THE

CONVENTION AGAINST
TORTURE INITIATIVE




“We want, once and for 4

]

all, to remove torture

e g

from the toolkit of ’

| oA ) fan SRS |l ‘ '

terror and oppression

F DEITESE S T TR I TR S S S

o

and to putanendtothe =

L]
WU I S Al S N S —

profound traumas and

jar B R [

societal wou Nnds caused by &

this V|olent practlce | {l ’




Foreword

On behalf of the Core States of the Convention
against Torture Initiative - Chile, Denmark,
Fiji, Ghana, Indonesia, and Morocco:

When CTI was first established in 2014, the UN
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT) was 30
years old, with 154 States Parties. As a diverse group of
States, we were united by a shared commitment to rid
our global community of the heinous crimes of torture
and other ill-treatment. Together, our vision was to
establish a diplomatic State-led initiative that would
provide a platform for States to address shared
challenges in ratifying and implementing the
Convention, which is the principal international
framework for a torture-free society.

Ten years on, we are pleased that our initiative has been
proven to be successful. Our goal of universal ratification
by 2024 was always an ambitious one, and while it has
not yet been fully achieved, we are immensely proud of
the progress that has been made to-date, with 21 new
States Parties having newly joined the Convention.

CTl stands as a testament to the power of diplomacy
and multilateralism, and to what can be achieved when
States come together and constructively support one
another.

Building on our successes and lessons learnt over the
last ten years, we are delighted to continue CTl's
mandate until the end of 2030. We will continue to
support States to reach universal ratification and
implementation of the Convention and, ultimately, a
world free from torture.



A word from

Gayethri Pillay - Head, CTI Secretariat

CTI's Secretariat carries out an annual programme
of work to realise the Core States’ vision of global
ratification and implementation of UNCAT. Based

in Geneva, Switzerland, the Secretariat’s work is
supported by advisers and trusted partner
organisations, allowing it to have a global reach.

Over the past decade, CTl has worked with States
across the world through its various modalities of
support and cooperation. As a unique
intergovernmental initiative, we are proud to have
had far-reaching impact, some of which is captured
by this booklet celebrating ten years of CTI.

If CTl's work has taught us anything, it is the
extraordinary power of State-to-State, peer-to-peer,
dialogues. We have found that when governments

are provided confidential and constructive spaces to
convene and to share amongst themselves, when
they feel understood rather than judged, there is a
clear uptick in their willingness to engage and take
significant steps towards UNCAT ratification and
implementation.

CTl's approach of direct bilateral diplomacy and
closed-door dialogue, along with practical
experience-sharing, helps nudge the dial behind the
scenes well before outward steps are taken.

We extend our appreciation to our partners and all
who have supported CTl's work. Working together,

we believe the goal of a world without torture
and other ill- treatment is reachable.
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About CTI

Formed in 2014, the Convention against Torture Initiative set out with a
ten year mandate to work towards making the UN Convention against
Torture universally ratified and better implemented by 2024.

CTI works to help States overcome obstacles in ratifying
and implementing the UN Convention against Torture
through every stage of the process: before, during, and after.

A pioneering diplomatic initiative spearheaded by the
Governments of Chile, Denmark, Fiji, Ghana, Indonesia, and
Morocco, and now being joined by The Bahamas, CTl was
created by States, for States.

Practical and confidential, recognising that no State has a
perfect human rights record, we provide guidance tailored to
States’ specific needs on a ‘no name, no shame’ basis.

Through multilateral fora, bilateral and closed door dialogues,
we share evidence-based recommendations and expert
legal and technical advice in order to strengthen
institutions, policies, and practices.



CTl's two core goals are to support States to achieve:
o Universal ratification of the UN Convention against Torture; and

O Improved implementation of the UN Convention against Torture.

Guiding principles

CONSTRUCTIVE TWINNING INSPIRATIONAL
It is not our role to We actasa hub to Our approach is
‘name and shame'. connect governments motivational rather
but rather to offer dealing with similar than prescriptive,

constructive support challenges, enabling highlighting
to governments as them to learn from each examples of progress

they seek to other's experiences and challenges
strengthen their anti- alongside the support successfully

torture frameworks. of technical experts. overcome.
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